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Mail to: a.france@auckland.ac.nz

Wednesday, September 07, 2011, 12:50

Subject: RE: Request for Publishing an Article

Dear Sir,

My name is Daniel Kerenji and | work as a knowledge manager at Meyda — The Ashalim
National Center for Knowledge & Learning. Mayda serves as a reservoir and accessible resource
for documenting and disseminating field knowledge on issues facing children and youth at risk,
their families, and professionals - both in Israel and globally.

Ashalim was founded in 1998 by JDC together with the Israeli government and UJA-Federation
of New York to respond to the immense and varied needs of children and youth at risk in Israel.
Ashalim works on their behalf by strengthening the Israeli service systems - expanding the range
of services and programs, improving available services and supporting field professionals.

I am writing to you concerning an article, '‘Beyond Risk Factors: Towards a Holistic Prevention
Paradigm for Children and Young People, which was published recently in British Journal of
Social Work (2010).

| must say our team in Mayda found the article extremely interesting, useful and relevant to our
professional activity. Since this is the case, we would like to ask for your permission to translate
certain parts of it into Hebrew, and then publish it as a summary in the following edition of our
magazine called 'Et Hasadeh', which is due on February 2012. The magazine includes articles,
book reviews, op-eds and policy papers written by field professionals presenting successful
interventions and experiences in the field of children, youth, families and communities at risk.

Of course, and in case our wish is a possibility, we would be glad to learn what is in your opinion
the ultimate way to promote the issue, in terms of timeframe, copyrights and other bureaucratic
procedures.

Thank you very much for your time and best wishes,

Daniel Kereniji.



Mail to: danielk@jdc.org.il

Friday, September 09, 2011 00:08

Subject: RE: Request for Publishing an Article

Dear Kereniji

Many thanks for this approach. Ross and | would be pleased to explore how we do this - we are
keen for our work to have an impact. | will need to talk to the journal to get permission but | don't
see this as a major problem. | will email the journal today to see how we get you permission. |
will come back to you when | hear

We are very pleased you are interested in this - and if we can help in any way for the future
please do not hesitate to get in touch.

All the best, Alan

Mail to: danielk@jdc.org.il

Monday, September 12, 2011 06:58

Subject: RE: Request for Publishing an Article

Kia ora Daniel,

| have been in touch with the Journal and under the second section of the terms of our contract
(below) we do not have to seek permission - as long as a full acknowledgement is made to the
original publication.

If you can firm this in writing to me then we will be happy for you to translate certain parts to
Hebrew and publish it - if you come back to me we can talk a little more about what sections
you intend to publish and why - that way | may be able to help a little in the process. | know
both Ross and | would also like final copy of the paper for our files - and be good to know which
sections were included.

It seems a pretty simple process so be good to make this happen.

All the best,

Alan

Mail to: a.france @auckland.ac.nz

Thursday, September 15, 2011 13:00

Subject: RE: Request for Publishing an Article

Alan Shalom,

First of all, Thank you very much for everything.

Of course, and regardless of what parts of your article we intend to publish in'Et Ha
Sade’, we will make a full acknowledgment to the original publication and send it to you as
soon as published. You can consider this as a written confirmation. In the meantime, we are
still working on the next edition's concept - which means we have few ideas about how to
present your article to our readers.

For the past few years, Ashalim has been activating a unique program in the impoverished
neighbourhoods, located both at Israel's geographical and social periphery. The program is
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called Better Together, and we thought it shares few similarities with Pathways to Prevention
Project in Brisbane.

In light of this, and apart from your interesting theoretic and conceptual insights, we are
particularly keen to learn about the part of vyour article, focused on program evaluation.
Actually, we thought it would be a good idea to ask you few questions about the programme, its
major concepts, goals and outcomes, and then present your answers and our questions together
with the article (or before it). This way we believe we could set a professional discourse about
how can we learn from each other and motivate other people take part in it.

It would be great to hear what you think about it. Looking forward to your response,

Best regards, Daniel Kereniji.

Mail to: danielk@jdc.org.il

Tuesday, September 20, 2011 22:21

Subject: RE: Request for Publishing an Article

Kia ora Daniel

Thank you for your email. Ross and | are happy for you to print sections of our paper in Et Ha
Sade.

I have talked to Ross and he is happy to do this also. If you want to send us your questions we
will construct a series of short answers for you - make sure you give us a little time to do this
but happy to respond in ways that are helpful.

All the best,

Alan
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This article is important for professionals wrestling with the various issues involved in community
development. The Ashalim Learning Center team was faced with a dilemma: should we translate
the article and just distribute it to an audience of professionals or should we perhaps go one step
further and expose the professional community to the hidden possibilities in developing dialogue
with international scholars such as the initiators of the "Pathways" program?

In discussions about the program, we decided to involve the authors of an article from New Zealand
and Australia. Thus it came to be that while sitting in our offices here in Israel we were able to
communicate with Australia, New Zealand, and also the United States. While the issue under
discussion is extremely relevant to our local community, it is important to remember that this and
similar issues exist within the greater global community and that discourse amongst ourselves can
be enlightening and useful.

An Ashalim reading group arose around the article by Dr. Amalia Sa'ar on the topic of "Women's
micro-entrepreneurship as a track for social mobility, some paradoxical aspects.” This group worked
as a "Hevruza a learning partnership, which was composed of professionals from the Children
and Youth Unit and Ashalim's Learning Center. They met together around this common text in
order to advance personal and professional discussion about major issues that had challenged
each member individually. The Zevruza group's insights were formulated as questions for Dr. Saar,
who then joined the dialogue and delivered her answers to the group and to you the reader.

In the second section of the journal we focus on a professional, personal and internal discourse.
The Field Diary affords the reader a glimpse of professional experiences and impressions, the first
of which is Dr. Flora Mor and Dr. Shai Hen-Gal's visit to Japan in the wake of the Tsunami disaster.
The second is Zvi Ameli's article about working with parents. These materials and thoughts were
introduced at Ashalim's Learning Center within the framework of learning groups of professionals
working with parents of at-risk children and youth.

The third section, Knowledge Development, is devoted to the organization's Knowledge
Management paradigm. Here we expose the reader to different approaches, values and
methodological tools, all integral parts of Knowledge Management as it happens at Ashalim's
Learning Center. That is why this section is reserved for our basic concepts, the first of which is
the Knowledge Management Cycle.

For the fourth and final section of the journal we have created a Reading Corner, which focuses
on innovative, interesting, and relevant social action literature related to children and youth at
risk. Here, we provide professionals within the organization with a platform from which to read
and analyze a new book and then share their personal and professional experiences. After Dr.
Anat Pessate-Schubert, Ashalim’s Learning Center Director, had read "The Code of Israeliness:
The Ten Commandments of the 21%* Century” by Dr. Gad Yair, she found herself in newfound,
fascinating, literary, cultural and professional territory. Fortunately, she managed to return and put
her reactions into writing!

Enjoy reading and see you in the next issue!



Professional Discourse

Initiating professional discourse among experts working with children and
youth at risk

Ashalim's Learning Center

Ashalim places great importance on promoting professional discourse as part of the overall
discussion about ways to develop study channels for professionals working with children and
youth at risk. The eighth issue of "Et HaSadeh" deals with the broader import of this professional
discourse development and consists of four sections: collegial discourse, a field diary, knowledge
management, and a reading corner.

In the first section we present you with three different discussion tracks. The first is a professional
response to an article in the risk-oriented health promotion field. The second section highlights
correspondence with Australian researchers about their article and community development
questions and the third involves a learning reading group ("Zevruz2") debating on women's
entrepreneurship as a social mobility tool. The aim of these different types of discussion is to
jumpstart professional discourse, and to contribute to an atmosphere of mutual dialogue. The
proposed discussion is both interdisciplinary and inter-personal and takes place around topics and
issues connecting the workers' professional world to the world of children and youth at risk.

The discussion opens with an article by Vered Kaufman-Shriqui, Drora Fraser and others, which
contributes to the developing discussion on issues of holistic welfare and the quality of life. The
title of the article is, "Maternal weight misperceptions and smoking in relation to overweight
and obesity in preschoolers from poor socio-economic backgrounds" and analyzes the genetic,
environmental and familial causes of excessive weight in childhood. The study aimed to identify
risk factors - especially those one can change - related to excessive weight among preschool
children from low socio-economic backgrounds. This would serve as a platform for developing
intervention particularly for this age group.

We have added a response to this article by Dr. Bilha Bachrach, a lecturer in the School of Social
Work and Social Welfare at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem and director of the "Nutrition
and Family" program. This is a program jointly developed by Ashalim and the Hebrew University's
School for Social Work and its School for Nutritional Sciences. The program works by training
students in the field and - in recent years - on a national level too, with the cooperation of the
Social Affairs and Health ministries. Dr. Bachrach's response represents an attempt to offer a bio-
psycho-social perspective on the research findings and to generate professional discussion with
the authors and readers while presenting another, refreshing and complementary point of view.
The second article, "Beyond Risk Factors: Towards a Holistic Prevention Paradigm for Children
and Young People,” focuses on the paradigm shift developing in recent years in the field of at-risk
children and youth and in treating risk factors in particular. Accordingly, the crux of the article is
devoted to a new and developing conceptual holistic framework, one that does not allow the risk
factor paradigm to distract from the work and dominate the discourse. The systemwide "Pathways
for Prevention” program - operating in poor neighborhoods in Western Brisbane, Australia - is
mentioned as one of the most successful examples of prevention policy using the new approach.
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Preface
Developing services and social responses in a learning organization
Dr. Rami Sulimani, Director-General, Ashalim

Ashalim, as a non-profit organization under the joint umbrella of JDC, the Israeli government, and
UJA-Federation of New York, is involved in planning and developing services for children and
youth at risk and in supporting the professionals who work with them.

One of the most important and challenging roles of the social services development body is to
serve as a catalyst for learning processes. Fulfilling this complex goal requires studying significant
and innovative trends developing in Israel and abroad, creating a link between them and fostering
action in the field using a variety of dissemination methods.

In our eyes, Ashalim's power and the key to its continued success lies at the point of contact
between development and learning, and between academia and the field. This is where we produce
new knowledge and create interfaces between disciplines and different specialist fields, which
have the ability to ensure relevance in a complex reality.

Such a professional discussion not only has the power to expose "islands” of hidden knowledge
but also to transform them into new areas of accessible, overt knowledge for the benefit of
professionals working with children and youth at risk.

At a time when financial resources are becoming scarce for social organizations engaged in the
development and export of professional knowledge, Ashalim is solidifying and disseminating
organizational and professional learning channels based on collegial discussion. Ashalim does this
while stressing the strong link between the ability to develop practical solutions and a reliance on
theoretical knowledge. This is a long-term investment that reinforces development processes and
drives them to be better and more innovative within the organization, with the main partners, and
in the field itself.
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