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ABSTRACT

The book reviews the development of social work intervention within
the legal system in Israel on behalf of the vulnerable eldery. In 1986
social workers with the elderly were appointed for the first ime as
social welfarce officers (o [unction within the legal system and the courts
in the implementation of specific laws. This first appointment enabled
court imposed trcatment in the community, the hospital or in
institutional care when the older person or his care giver was not
capuable of making a sound decision on his own behalf. In the early
1990°s these same social workers were appointed to intervene in three
additional laws in the critical areas of (1) guardianship, (2} elder abuse
and (3) violence in the family.

The book reviews the various professional, legal and ethical issues
that the soctal worker faces when called upon to recommend court
imposed 1ntcrventon for a frail elderly person.

The book also presents 59 case records where social welfare officers
recomnmended intervention according (o the four laws. The book also
includes the text of the four relevant laws and a bibliography in Hebrew
and in English.
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