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Sexuaf Abuse against Children in the Arab Society:

The Prablem and its 1 reatment,

Abstract

Arabs wend (o relate to sexual abuse or incest 35 8 mre phenomencn which takes pisce
“not here” but "there" in Western societics or in highly anomalous famifies living in
the margins of their communitics. Any ruinot that sexual abuse has occurred in an
Arab lamily leads to the immediate boycott ol the family by the community, causing
seeanduary victimization ol the victim. including - in some cases  threals to her life,

This buok sims to shed fight on the problem of sexual abuse and incest as it occurs
the Palestinian society inside Isracl. [ts poal is to help Arab professionals to: (a} learn
about 1he problem, (b} acquire toals to assess sexual abuse cases, (¢} implement
educational programs regarding protection from sexual abuse. (@) be familiar with the
major theorics that deal with the problem and provide therupy interventions. and (¢)
suggest a culturally sensitive approach when treating Arab victims and (heir families.
‘Ihe description of this approach details the steps which should be tuken from the
report phase through therapy. rehabililation and family reunion.

This book is i product of g therapeutie snd educational project which was developed
and implemented at the Bet Al-Henan Institute. The project was initiated and
financed by the Ministry of Social Aflairs. Bet Al-llanan in Ibtilin village and
Ashalvem. the Association for Planning and Development of Services far Children
and Youih 24 Risk and their Families. It trics to present the voices of Arab voong
temale vietims, aged 6 ta 19, who suffercd sexual violence at the hands of family
membuery and other acyuainted. Some victims were punished by their families for
reporting the abuse 10 agencics ourside the family, the ultimate punishment being the
tragic osiracization from their nuckar and extended fumilies. The stories ol the
victims alfinm the existence ol the phenomenon in the society. Besides discussing
these cases, this book suggests an ecosystemic approach for analyzing and assessing
sexual abuse cases,

Althaugh this book is addresscd to mental health workers, # may also be of inferest w
vducators, parents, trainers who work with children, and the generai public,
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