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Abstract

Dr. Flora Mor, the author, has been leading psycho-social educational
initiatives for many years, in partnership between Ashalim and the Ministry
of Education. These initiatives have become part of a nationwide process
involving the personal and professional development of many education
and welfare workers, who lead schools where efforts are being invested in
working with students at risk.

This process is recognized as particularly important, as growing
numbers of students live in distress, social gaps are widening and since
welfare services are shrinking,.

The strategies and tools included in the book were designed in response
to genuine difficulties and problems felt by educators and welfare
employees on a daily basis, in their encounter with students who do not
follow the normative path. The strategies are geared towards generating
the educators’ and counselors’ personal and professional growth, as a
prerequisite for being able to tackle the pain and hardships of children and
youth at risk.

This book suggests ways of expanding the ability of the education
system to deal with students whose place along the normative track is
not guaranteed. It is based on the psycho-social educational approach, an
integrative approach which combines individual and system-wide aspects,
and which relates equally to all the circles surrounding the student, that
shape his/her development.

According to this approach, each student’s failure should be apprehended
in terms of the school context, as well as of the social and family contexts.
Thinking in terms of a system-wide context enables the educators to
expand the possible responses the school can offer to deal efficiently with
students at risk.

The book is geared towards professionals and policy-makers, who view
the education system as a natural rather than a stigmatizing place, involving
complex human situation, while recognizing that a sensitive approach,
combined with the appropriate teaching methods, can help all the students
grow and develop and ensure their successful social integration.

(1]
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